Two young women with acute ulcerative colitis were found to have electrocardiographic abnormalities which returned to normal with clinical improvement and corticosteroid therapy. Clinical and biochemical monitoring failed to reveal any cause for this previously unrecognized association and it is postulated that an aetiological agent or toxin produced by the inflammatory process may have damaged the myocardium or its autonomic supply.
Introduction
Electrocardiographic (ECG) abnormalities have been described in several diseases not related to the cardiovascular system, for example cholelithiasis (Fitz-Hugh and Wolferth, 1939) , head injury (Hersch, 1961) and subarachnoid haemorrhage (Shuster, 1960) showed distal colitis. The ECG on three consecutive days before oral corticosteroid therapy showed a sinus tachycardia with pronounced T-wave inver- (Neil-Dwyer et al., 1978) and may result from increased sympathetic outflow (Neil-Dwyer et al., 1974 
